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The Oregon Dispute Resolution Commission (ODRC)
The Oregon Dispute Resolution Commission (ODRC), established in 1989 and funded through 2003, was the entity that was charged with providing services in support of the legislative mandates established in ORS 36.105.

The basic purpose of the statutes is to foster the development of community-based programs that will assist citizens in resolving disputes and developing skills in conflict resolution, allow flexible and diverse programs to be developed in the state, foster the development or expansion of integrated, flexible and diverse state agency programs that provide for alternative dispute resolution, and foster efforts to integrate community, judicial and state agency dispute resolution programs.”  (abbreviated quote from ORS 36.105.)

In 1991, the ODRC adopted rules relating to the administration of community dispute resolution grant funds and to the administration of dispute resolution programs receiving grant funds.  These rules were placed in Oregon Administrative Rules, Chapter 718, Division 20.

The Oregon Office for Community Dispute Resolution (OOCDR)
In 2003 the Oregon Dispute Resolution Commission was abolished by the state legislature and responsibilities for managing the community dispute resolution grant program were transferred to the University of Oregon School of Law.  The ODRC rules for administration of the program were suspended upon dissolution of the ODRC.  Since 2003, the University has continued to operate the program following these suspended rules.  Rules to govern the operation of this grant program for community dispute resolution centers must now be officially adopted by the Oregon University System/University of Oregon (OUS/UO).
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Funding Mechanism and Model – From Inception of the ODRC to Present:

Historically, grant awards have been based on court filing fee surcharges.  Up to the present, grants have been awarded to community dispute resolution programs located in the counties in which the funds originated.  Each county’s respective share of the grant funds has been 50% of the funds attributable to that county per biennium. 

This allocation model has resulted in a broad range of grant awards from county to county.  This distribution had been based on a legislative mandate that was removed in 2005.  

The grant funds are now an amount allocated by the legislature from the general fund, and there is no direction given regarding the distribution other than to meet the statute’s purpose.   This shift provides us, in this current rulemaking process, the opportunity to examine and explore other potential funding models and to make recommendations for the rules that will govern the allocation of the funds to programs.

